


PART IV - Administration 

Policies 

1. The Gorge Commission shall develop and adopt a Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Plan to address these systemic inequities identified or discovered in its work and
policies. The Plan shall be reviewed and updated as necessary.

2. The Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Plan shall include specific measures and
outcomes to:

A. Ensure a diverse staff and commission;

B. Develop and apply an equity lens to implementation of the Management
Plan, Gorge Commission operations, and policy decisions; and

C. Engage under-represented and marginalized communities in the Columbia
Gorge region.

3. Based upon the measures and outcomes of the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Plan, the Gorge Commission may determine that conditions in the National Scenic
Area have significantly changed and may exercise its authority to develop
responsive Management Plan amendments pursuant to section 6(h).

AMENDMENT OF THE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

In section 6(h) of the National Scenic Area Act, Congress gave the Gorge Commission 
the authority to amend the Management Plan at any time if it determines that conditions 
within the National Scenic Area have changed significantly. 

Policies 

1. The Gorge Commission may amend the Management Plan upon application by any
person or upon its own initiative. The National Scenic Area Act does not require the
Gorge Commission to consider amendments to the Management Plan. The Act
does not entitle any person or entity to have the Gorge Commission consider an
application to amend the Management Plan.

2. The Gorge Commission shall consider a proposal to amend the Management Plan
at a hearing held for that purpose only after consultation with the Forest Service,
the four Columbia River treaty tribes, and the appropriate county or counties.

3. The Gorge Commission shall consider a plan amendment upon a final judicial
determination that a taking of private property has occurred as a result of
application of the Management Plan. The judicial determination shall be deemed a
significant change in conditions under Section 6(h) of the National Scenic Area Act.

4. The Gorge Commission must approve amendments to the Management Plan by
the same majority voting and concurrence requirements specified in sections 6(c)
and 6(f) of the National Scenic Area Act for adoption of the Management Plan.
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