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Objective: Share progress on Draft Recreation Vital Sign Indicators 
and gather feedback

• Rationale for recreation Vital Sign topics

• Draft recreation indicators 

• Commission questions and discussion 

VSI Work Session Overview



For Commission Consideration

Does the Commission support moving 
forward with draft recreation 
indicators as summarized in this 
presentation?



Vital Sign Indicators Program

Purpose: Monitoring the health of the National Scenic 
Area to assess how well we are protecting NSA resources

Photo credit: S. Richards for East Cascades Oak Partnership

Photo credit: USDA Forest Service Air Quality Program

Photo credit: OR Department of Transportation
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Vital Sign Indicators
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area
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These indicators tell us: 

• Visitation: How the amount 
of visitor use is changing over 
time

• Visitor satisfaction: How well 
we are providing high quality 
recreation experiences in the 
NSA

Vital Sign: Visitor Experience
Vital Sign:  Visitor Experience
Draft Indicators:  Visitation

Visitor Satisfaction
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Vital Sign:  Recreation Equity
Draft Indicators: Percentage of Recreation Sites and Trailheads Accessible via Public Transportation

Percentage of Recreation Sites and Trailheads Requiring Access Fees

These indicators tell us: 

How well we are 
providing recreation 
opportunities in the NSA 
with low barriers to 
access

Gorge Express Bus at Multnomah Falls 
Photo credit: OR Department of Transportation
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Vital Sign:  Recreation Impacts on Other Protected Resources
Draft Indicators:  Extent and Distribution of Unofficial Trails

Extent and Distribution of Official System Trails

These indicators tell us: 

Where unofficial trails 
occur across the 
landscape in relation to 
protected cultural, 
natural, and scenic 
resources, and in relation 
to official trails



Next Steps: Indicator Development and Implementation

• Finalize recreation monitoring 
methodologies and implement in mid-
2023.

• Share progress update on cultural 
indicators in April 2023.

• Present final comprehensive VSI list in 
summer 2023. 



For Commission Consideration

Does the Commission support moving 
forward with draft recreation 
indicators as summarized in this 
presentation?



1. Measurable through repeatable methods

2. Relevant to Management Plan 

3. Clear to public, partners, and policymakers

4. Consistently available over time 

5. Obtainable through existing monitoring programs whenever possible 

6. Cost-effective

Criteria for Selecting Vital Sign Indicators
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Vital Sign Indicators

Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area

Wildfire Oak Woodlands
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Oregon and Washington 
Investment Board Loans

Agriculture


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15

